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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

A quantitative online survey was conducted by Virgo Communications over a 2-

week period in May 2021. The survey aimed to capture the public's perception 

about littering in Barbados.   

Five hundred and twelve responses to the survey were received.  An analysis of 

the research data revealed that the vast majority of the sample are concerned 

about the amount of littering in Barbados.  In fact, two-thirds of respondents 

categorised themselves as "extremely concerned" about the situation.  Similarly, 

sixty percent of our sample perceive the extent of littering to be “a very serious 

problem”. 

Over 90% of the sample indicated they see litter at some point, with 75% of them 

mentioning they see it on a frequent basis.  This infers that littering is common.  

Different types of litter are commonly seen, especially fast-food containers, 

cups, bottles, bags, and even old vehicles.   

Most respondents are aware that littering takes place in various parts of 

Barbados, including the side of the road, gullies, sidewalks, parks and even at 

the beach. 

We found there is a moderate degree of understanding amongst the sample 

that litter can have multifaceted consequences.  Awareness is highest of litter's 

tendency to contribute to mosquitoes, rodents, flooding and an unsightly 

environment.  There are several other impacts of littering, however, that are not 

as well known. 

Not only does litter have a national impact on a macro level, our survey 

uncovered that litter also has a personal impact on most of our sample. Their first 

reaction to seeing litter is often anger, disgust or sadness.  

Even though a large majority of respondents dislike littering, ironically 30% of 

them admit that they litter at least occasionally. 

Our sample feels that to stop littering, there is a need to find a way to change 

the perpetrators’ attitudes.  Most respondents believe people litter primarily 

because they “do not care” about what they are doing, and they may also 

assume someone else will clean up their litter. 

The results of this research lead to the conclusion that there is a strong need for 

a public education campaign and other practical measures to be put in place 

to arrest the litter situation in Barbados.  
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2. KEY FINDINGS 

The research and subsequent analysis identified the following key findings 

relevant to the overarching objectives of our project.  

 

Perception of littering in Barbados 

The majority of the sample are concerned about littering in Barbados. Two-thirds 

of respondents categorized themselves as “extremely concerned” about 

littering, while an additional 30% were “moderately concerned”. This represents 

an extremely high proportion of our sample that find the littering situation 

concerning.  There were no respondents who felt littering was “not a problem at 

all”, which suggests a consensus that a problem exists to some degree.  It also 

infers that the practice of littering is perceived negatively by most participants.            

The question where we asked respondents to rate how serious various issues are 

in Barbados revealed that 60% of the sample ranked littering as “a very serious 

problem”. While littering was not considered as serious a problem as some other 

issues we included for comparison/context, namely the cost of living, crime, 

poor roads or COVID-19, both littering and illegal dumping were considered to 

be very serious issues by the majority.  

Additionally, approximately 35% perceive littering to be a “moderate problem”.  

By totalling these groups, we can calculate that 9 out of every 10 respondents 

perceive the local litter situation to be a moderate to serious problem.   

 

How serious a problem do you think EACH of the following issues is in Barbados?
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Awareness of the litter situation in Barbados is high.  

The high incidence of litter has not gone unnoticed. More than 75% of the 

sample see litter frequently, including nearly 43% who see it daily. 

 

How often do you see litter in Barbados? 

 

 

There is substantial awareness that littering takes place in different areas of the 

island and in different forms.  

• 95% of our sample are aware littering occurs at the side of the road.  

• 85% are conscious that litter is dumped in gullies.  

• 80% perceive that there is litter along sidewalks. 

• Almost 71% know that it takes place at the beach. 

• Approximately 54% believe littering takes place at parks or playing fields. 

• 35% recognise it takes place in the sea. 

• Almost 34% perceive there is littering in schools. 
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Fast food containers were the garbage item most people (about 90%) in our 

sample reported seeing.  This was followed closely by drink packaging (85%) 

and cups (80%). 

Which of the following types of garbage do you see?  

 

 

What is considered litter? 

Our sample considers a wide range of items to be litter.  Once an item is 

dropped on the ground, the majority tend to perceive it to be litter.  They are a 

little more lenient with natural items, such as leaves/twigs/plant clippings (46.2%) 

and fruit remnants, such as banana peels (68.6%). Though three quarters of the 

sample consider biodegradable/compostable food containers, chewing gum 

and cigarette butts to be litter - which is a significant percentage - fewer people 

consider these items to be litter compared with other items shown in the list 

below. 

 

Which of these items would you consider to be litter if someone dropped them on the ground? 
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The impact of littering 

According to our results, most of the sample recognize that littering has multiple 

consequences.  Over 90% think litter contributes to mosquitoes and flooding, as 

well as encourages rodents and causes Barbados to look dirty. In comparison, 

relatively fewer respondents (55%) felt littering would deter people from wanting 

to return to Barbados. Perceptions and knowledge of other impacts, such as the 

threat to animals, causing fires and increased taxation were also lower, 

illustrated in the chart below. 

 

 

 

Along with the national impact, we found it insightful that litter also has a 

personal and emotional impact on most of our sample. Over 40% reported that 

their first reaction to seeing litter is anger. A further 36% said they feel turned off 

when they see it and 18% reported that litter makes them sad. 

 

How often does our sample litter? 

In a previous question, the respondents indicated that they are aware of some 

of the consequences of littering.  Despite knowing of these consequences, 30% 

of the sample admit they litter, though most of them claim this is rare.  

Notwithstanding that some people may have felt uncomfortable answering this 

question honestly, if we interpret the data provided, it leads us to conclude that 

it only takes a minority of people to create a litter problem.  While most people 
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may not litter frequently, the minority who do litter can create enough damage 

to engender the appearance of an island-wide litter problem. 

 

 

What does the sample think they should do if they see someone littering? 

While the question in our survey cannot accurately predict what a person would 

do in a situation where they spotted a litterer, it provides an insight into what 

they ideally think they should do.  Sixty-five percent of our sample feel that if 

someone is seen littering, they should tell the offender not to litter. Also,13.5% 

think they should be willing to pick up the litter themselves and dispose of it 

properly.  While 11.5% believe they should turn a blind eye and do nothing.  

There were 5% who felt they should report the person to authorities.  
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There is a need to change attitudes. 

We detected that most respondents believe there is a need to change the 

public’s attitude towards littering in Barbados.  For instance, the following were 

the most cited reason for why respondents believe people litter, with “they do 

not care” being the leading reason. 

• They do not care – 89.1% 

• They assume someone else will clean it up – 74.7% 

• They want to get rid of things quickly – 67.8% 

• Anti-littering laws in Barbados are not enforced – 64.8% 

• No social pressure to discourage littering – 62.1%   

• They think it is OK to litter – 53% 

• No garbage bin nearby to put litter in – 42.9% 

The top 3 reasons above all relate to negative attitudes on the part of litterers.  

Furthermore, we asked respondents what they think should be done about 

littering in Barbados. While nearly 70% think more garbage bins are required, 

over 85% think there is a need to change attitudes towards littering in order for it 

to stop. Over 75% felt there should be more education about the impact on 

littering, including teaching children not to litter.   

If this perception of the importance of attitude adjustment is correct, regardless 

of what other types of interventions and measures are put in place, until 

attitudes to littering are improved, it will continue to be a problem. 

 

________________________________________________________ 


